For political science studies, democratic transition of the Arab countries is a very difficult topic. One important reason is that there barely is a successful democratic transition in Arab countries for research. As a result, non-democratic issues dominate in the study of Arab countries and their democratic transition. This has led to the theories of "Arab Exceptionalism" (Stepan, A. & Robertson, B., 2004: 140-146; Harik, I., 2006: 664-684), "Middle East Exceptionalism" (Salamé, G., 1994: 23; Bromley, S., 1997: 323), and "Islam Exceptionalism" (Lewis, B., 2002; 2003; Kramer, M., 2001 ; Pipes, D., 
For political science studies, democratic transition of the Arab countries is a very difficult topic. One important reason is that there barely is a successful democratic transition in Arab countries for research. As a result, non-democratic issues dominate in the study of Arab countries and their democratic transition. This has led to the theories of "Arab Exceptionalism" (Stepan, A. & Robertson, B., 2004: 140-146; Harik, I., 2006: 664-684) , "Middle East Exceptionalism" (Salamé, G., 1994: 23; Bromley, S., 1997: 323) , and "Islam Exceptionalism" (Lewis, B., 2002; 2003; Kramer, M., 2001; Pipes, D., (the so called "Arab Spring") was once referred to as "the fourth wave of democratization" by Western countries. However, with the conflicts between religious and secular powers, military intervention, the issue of sectarian and ethnic conflicts, and the proliferation of religious extremism-those problems have been haunting during the democratization of the Middle East, the West once again turned to disappointment, claiming that the "Arab Spring" had turned into "Arab winter", "Spring of Islam", or "Islamic awakening". They respectively, were an early prototype of the Egyptian Parliament (Wang, L., 2006: 11) . Although these institutions did not have any real power, they still "had a certain impact on development of constitutionalism in Egypt" (Vatikiotis, P., 1991: 127 were repeatedly sabotaged. In addition, frequent change of the cabinet had led to the result that "Egyptian politics was composed of a number of factions and political volatility. Democratic elections merely existed in formality, and the constitutional system was trapped in mire. The constitutional efforts were eventually being replaced by Nasser's military regime" (Wang, L., 2006: 11) . Since then, Egypt has entered a period that Arab nationalism dominated Egyptian politics, Nasser "ruled based on his personal charm and Caesar autocratic style" (Vatikiotis, P., 1991: 425) , the Parliament completely became the "dog" of the president, "Cabinet members only played a role of the audience, and Nasser was the only speaker" (Hopwood, D., 1989: 103) .
Political developments in Egypt had an effect of example in the Arab world in two important aspects:
First, there was a sharp contradiction between the Arab secular nationalism and Islamism so that the Muslim Brotherhood became a regional organization of the political oppositions. "Secular parliamentary politics, party politics and the political elites had formed Trinity". As a result, the channels of political participation of people clogged, so that "the Egyptian people's values gradually shifted from secular Western political philosophy to traditional religious and political philosophy" (Ha, W., 2007: 134 (Powel, B. & Sadiki, L., 2010: 17-18) . In 1881, after Tunisia became a French protectorate, although the Constitution was repealed, it laid the foundation of political democratization in Tunisia (Li, J., 2012: 41 (Cong, R., 1999: 299) .
In the Islamic revival movement, religious political oppositions attempted to gain power through democratic elections. However, the Arab countries usually took measures to curb and pressure on the Islamic political oppositions, which led to political disorder and profound impacts on the political stability of Islamic countries in the Middle East. In Egypt, accompanied by political liberalization of Sadat government, the Muslim Brotherhood "maximized the use of peaceful means that Sadat government had granted to realize the establishment of Islamic society" (Baker, R., 1990: 246) . The Muslim Brotherhood itself "experienced a transition with definite target. It clearly chose to accept moderate and progressive policies of political pluralism and parliamentary democracy in order to achieve social and political reform" (Esposito, J., 1999: 170) . Members of the Muslim Brotherhood claimed: "establishing a real democracy is the only way and the only road leading to a better solution of the crisis" (Tamimi, A., 1993: 168) .
Sadat government adopted the policies that utilized and limited the development of the Muslim Brotherhood, which eventually resulted in a serious confrontation between the two. After Mubarak came to power, he started a combined strategy of tolerating and disintegrating, appeasing and repressing the Muslim Brotherhood at the same time.
However, he did not allow any Islamic organization to directly participate in political activities, while allowed non-violent Islamic "moderates" to participate political activities in an indirect way (Liu, Z., 2000: 26-27) . Nevertheless, in the period of Sadat and Mubarak administrations, the Muslim Brotherhood has become Egypt's largest political group of oppositions. At that time, some scholars predicted, "if Egypt held a truly free elections, the Muslim Brotherhood would most likely win the majority of votes" (Kaplan, R., 1994: 28) .
The in Arab affairs; on the other hand, they were also willing to "strengthen democratic practices, expand participation in political and public life, and strengthen the role of civil society" (Ahmad, T., 2005: 46-47). They "actually received some of the requests in the US "Greater Middle East initiative" (Ahmad, T., 2005: 17-18 ).
In the context of US' implementation of the "Greater Middle East Revolution" by the West (cedar is the Lebanese national tree) (Wang, S., 2012: 236) .
Around 2004, the Gulf countries, whose democratic development was progressing slowly in a long time, also started a number of democratic reform measures within the framework of monarchy.
Within Saudi Arabia, two political opposition groups composed of liberals and Islamists had continued to exert pressure on the royal family and asked for reform since the Gulf War, and there was a trend of convergence of these two forces in the turn of the centuries (Wu, Y., 2011: 32-57) . In Saudi Arabia, the society began to request elections, the implementation of "constitutional monarchy" and other petitions.
Externally, the tension between the United States and Saudi Arabia after the 9/11 attacks and pressure from US "Greater Middle East
Initiative" had forced authorities to intensify reform in order to ease anger, everything will change. Revolution is so spontaneous and erupted in Egypt without any human planning. Life in Egypt is so intolerable that people can no longer be silent. All should be changed and they will change. I think there certainly will be tremendous change waiting for us in the future." Quoted from Xue Qingguo, "Cultural Review of the Upheaval in Arab", Symposium: Upheaval in the Middle East and its Impact, Shanghai: Shanghai International Studies University, 2011, pp. 35-38. their degree of attention on public opinion and the people will rise" (Lukjanov, F., 2011: April 27) .
2) Democratic transition of Arab countries with regime changes
Since the outbreak of the regime changes in Egypt, Tunisia, 
III. The Core Issues and Future Trends of the Democratic Transition in Arab Countries
Compared with other regions and countries in the world, the democratic transition of the Arab countries is more complex. For example, democratization process in Arab countries is more diverse, not synchronic, and there are external inputs in it.
1) Islam and democratic transition
The relationship between Islam and democracy is a disputable Commission of Jurists, which was elected by voters. This is featured with the democratic "consultation" and "mass discussion" in traditional Islam; and "Republican" is reflected in the highly competitive and regular parliamentary and presidential elections. ① ① In theory, in terms of the degree of democracy, the current system in Iran has made certain historical progress, compared to its predecessor, monarchy of the Shah and absolute monarchies in the Gulf area. However, Iran pursues a foreign policy of "No East, No West, Only Islam". In particular, it pursues a strong anti-Western policy at the international level and at the regional level, pursues "exporting revolution". As a result, in addition to the long-term impact of sanctions due to the nuclear issue, it is facing extremely difficult situations in the Middle East and international community, further making their explores to "religious democracy" more heterogeneous and isolated. However, this system has lasted for thirty years in such an unfavorable international environment. Combined with isomorphic relationship between ethnicity and religion, this led to the result that "there has almost been no real diplomatic relations within the Arab world, but only an expanded part of the family politics" (Korany, B., 1984: 2-3) since the formation of the national state system. Some scholars noted that the Arab countries "can export loyalty to the foreign political centers or religious centers.
Any Middle Eastern leaders can easily seek public support from their neighbors by funding newspapers of oppositions and political oppositions of neighboring countries, which is very natural, and it is widely accepted" (Owen, R., 1983: 20-21) . 
